
UNTANGLING THE LAW.
By ."Frederic J. Haskin. if

il
Prominent t»*a< hers of th- law through¬

out the country are urging that the time
has come niicn the laws of th" I'nited
States ought to be cleared of their un¬

certainties and their confusion. I'rof.
<harles P. Sherman of Ya'e University
calls attention to the fact that the out¬

put of new laws throughout the land now

totals about "J(>.<«?:> per annum, and to

these there must he added the thousands
of reported decisis-* which modify or

change former constructions of as many

existing statutes. He declares that the

laws of the I'nited States today are the
most intolerable in the world, if not in
a'l human Jjistory. And all because of

the lack of uniformity.
Tn showing how serious all this is. Prof.

Sherman pictures the plight of a Ger¬
man? or any other Kuropean jufist. who
might come to prosecute legal research
in American law. He declares that the
savant would find himself hopelessly lost
In a maze of hundred? of thousands of

conflicting statutes and enactments, clari¬
fied only by spasmodic codifications as

widely apart as arc the slates themselves-
The multiplicity of American iaws. the
contradictions that result from the enact¬

ment of one law for one state and an¬

other law for another state, and a third
law for tin- 1'nited StateV "aX a whole,*
clogs all our courts to such an extent
that oftentimes justice itsoif is perverted,
because long-delayed decisions come too

late to relieve the litigants.
The laws of ti e federal government re¬

cently were ecd-tied. l*'or jars on end
Congress had been grinding out new

I- gi&lation and tht courts had been evolv¬
ing new decisions until the federal law
Itself was a maze of contradiction-1. Con¬
gress finally decided that the time ral
conge to assemble all the various enact¬
ments into one comprehensive sy$s??ni of
law. A committee on the revision and
ccxiitlcation of the federal laws was ap¬
pointed, and after y ears of labor and re¬

s' arch it placed before Congress a com¬

plete revision aiiu codification, in which
lav.-*- widch had been interpreted contrary
to tht intent of those who had enact *d
ti i m w-*re straightened out to r. medy
:h»* misinterprt tations. and in w iiich t'>e
inhannonhs and Incongruities of tile fed-
rial law were ironed out and smoothetl
down. It was a monumental task to
thuii draw up a <*ode which would stand
as a symmetrical unit rather than a con¬
glomeration of conflicting laws. . 'on-
Ki'-'ss freely admitted that a good piece
01 v.oi hail l»een dune, and attested its
aiumni.! by enacting the rev/ code as a
W hole.

If tiie . odiiication of the federal law
was ui itself a task of years it can easily

be imag ned that
Laws Of States it would be aj

_T . _ . trem ?ndous un-
a .jlti! lC P OC 2. devtuking to cod-

lfj t ttnlred? of thousands «T stat-

u^! t'n- roily-eight states ha*, e >n-

.e*.o.i u. d ale ; ttempting to enforce, and '

at 1' > :ne tirr.- to cite the cases in wh ch
ti> .-.< !: - h«"."e bet 1 interpreted. There
are foity-eight legislatures !n the country,
a.i.i . ould be difflc^dt tJ tind any two
o- tii same mind on any given sub¬
ject. Th' viewpoints of these bfodies
dif.the :iee<Js o:' the people vary, and
the titnations to b*' met arc seldom the
sai What Wisconsin supports would
not 'U New York, and wh~t Kansas be¬
lieves in wouid be a mis.it in South Caro-
Hiiii. So it happens t' at ih.-re will ever j
bf a - iu.-.iing of state laws that even the j
Test efforts of t.io-se wi o arc working)
for uniformity can never overcome.
Hut there are some laws of state e*n-

actment which have a peculiar bearing
on Interstate affairs. For insta nce, the
marriage anu divorce laws of the various
states have made it possible for citizens
to \iolate the laws of their own state
and still t.o unscatheel. I "nit'orm rail¬
road luws and uniform bills of lading are
desirable, as are many otii»-r laws of in¬
terstate interest, but which are without
the province «if federal jurisdiction.
Prof. Sherman objects to tiie way

in which the states plunge ahead and
eriact laws, each state looking solely to
Itself and without due regard to the
rights of the |>eople of other states. He
says that all t ils is but the assertion of
the doctrine of states' rights in another
form. He would have one law for the;
whole I'nited State.-, and declares that;
the enactment of diverse state laws is
beneficial to only one ciass of citizens
5. e~ the pettifogging lawyers to whom
a conflict of laws means augmented liti¬
gation. He contends that tiiere is no jgood reason why all laws, state and na¬
tional, should not be uniform, even!
though the United States is a country j
as !arg.- as all of Kurope and with in-
terests fu'l.v as diverse. In proof .of this
assertion he points te»our uniform natura¬
lization and admiralty laws, and Ins'stsj
.hi t uniformity of law through congres¬
sional enactment, uo matter what its
ni»tvi . has never worked 111 to the

The : .ogress of the movement toward!
vrjforT 1a v. s in the I'nited States has

". <d In so iar as it covers masters I
'¦ 4mr>ort to all the people. Korty

< f i stato have already passed the
wmforr: negotiable instrument law.
wis . ii was first published in lk-Hi. and
hi* f of them now nave the uniform
wai*phfn» receipts law. Ten stites have
aropted the uniform sales law. while
H* hf h: ve taken up and passec ti.e uni¬
form bills of lading law. Six states have
enacted tin uniform law of foreign wills.
fi'. - th- uniform stock transfer act. four,
'f .iiiiform d«-se.tion a and thr* e the
m f*e :n divorce law

"<"!ie:« are otue: ..oivl law. that have
V>e- .ii\i;i»" «..r arc ind« r consideration

b* the confer-
Other TJnifcrna La*~ met of commis-

a -»% . ¦*. ". Oil Uni-Are Bern* Vrr- funn 8tatl laws.
;-.;.iizeu under the auspices of the

Ameri.au Bar Association. . »ne* of
these is a uniform law o:i child
labor, intending to citualizc the work¬
ing conditions of children ir» all the
states. A uniform marriace and marriage
license ad bus proved to be one of the
most desirable pieces of legislation that
could be enacted. The thousands of
marriages of runaway couples every week
In the year, in which couples who could
rint b-gal'y marry at home run away
t<. another stat and art married th»-re,
defying t:ie law of :r»ei,- own state in so

d..n attest to th< neccssitj of a uni-
form ir«arriaKe liceiis law. indeed, the
prai tii-e is so eomiuoii that f« w citizens
nal'» the gravity m' the situation. A
state rna> ena< t and atle:ii|>t to enforce
? law exacting high matrimonial stand¬
ards' e>id> to h..\e it da:l> set aside by the
simple expedient of stippinu across the
Ho.-der. Here is not only a wilful tam¬
pering with 'he sacred institution of mar-
riaiv. l.'Ut in*- d< liberate detisince by clti-

» of the laws of t!'.» commonwealth
whosi citiz> pj; they are.
A uniform worhitiKmen's compensation

la.v has also l«-en reeommeuded. The
ne»«l of unifo^mitv is apparent in the
case "f mechanics' lienx. which are so
diverse tiiat they are almost at cros- pui*-
p«ises in many commonwealths.

liisuran i a 'd taxation are two other
le'-fal ;>»iases of such great interetate in*.-
poit; ne that unit'orni laws covering tlieir
general !»aiuret» aie askeu i»v the. con-
f« ren' e. Most important is the proposal
of a uniform law on the position of prop¬
erty for taxation purp°:*es. On th» oni-
^.and. thousair's of unscrupulo'is tax
4»odKers :ivoid taxation oil much of their
^.ro|»erty by claiming residence w*hcr»-
tfcey do not have a risht to claim it
finer thousands, on the other hand, pay
doufc'.e ta.xes necat^' they fee; tn:it the
law so requires, pavin-: fM>iii in the -state
^ here the property is ,~itu..ti d an-i in the
state of tiieir Ves'ilenc .

*

Tb '.v' who advocate uniformity of t".e
Jaws by the co-operation o' the .s \eral

St Hi,-*
failure of States i. ¦

, . it

Means Tederc ""f':;ary that
thi^ uniformity snail api ij merely to pub¬
lic prohlems tiiat are of more than local
importance, leaving all other matters to

independent action of the various
%

! -cgiolatures. They urge the states to
work together in the enactment of uni
form legislation where such action Is
necessary, and dsclare that If they fail
to do so the Supreme Court of the I'nited
States will continue its gradual extension
of federal control wh> re state control
hits failed to conserve the interests of all
the people.
Speaking broadly, there art three points

> >">f vi« w in regard to tl.e prob em of uni¬
form laws. Many agree with Prof. Sher¬
man th;it the only cure for the confusion
of our laws and court decisions is the
codification of all business and private
laws under th> auspices of the federal
government. Others claim that an intel-

i ligently directed public opinion ultimately
'must result i:i ro-operat'.ve action by the
legislatures of the states. *1 he third
group feels that there can be 110 uniform
adjustment, owing to the federal, inter-
state and state elements which compose
our government, save through a com¬

plete reorganization of the government
itself.something which no one believes
expedient. However, this group, which is
small, agrees that changes are being
made- whenever the welfare of the busi-i
ness world is menaced. The bitr out¬
standing fact !s that all agree on tiie
necessity of uniform laws where the
rights and the interests of the whole peo-

j pie ar» at stake, and that considerable al-
ready has been done along this line.

DOTJMERGUE PICKS AIDS.

Press of Paris Predicts Short Life!
for Ne-w' French Cabinet.

PA HIS. . December f..Senator . Gaston
Doumergut. acting on the request of
President Poincare. lias succeeded in
forming a new French cabinet.
The new comb nation comprises rati!-

eai. radical-so< iaiists ar.d socialists, with
the exception of M. I.e Hrun and M. j
Raynaud, who are regarded as moderates. ;I Al! excent M. Xoultn^ and M. MaK\
have serveu in former cabinets.
The Paris press receives the announce-

ment of the formation of the new cab-
inet witn disapproval and predicts a short !
life 'for 'itl

Lake Season Ends at Dnluth.
Dl'Li Til. Minn.. December 9..With

the departure of the Souire yesterday
with grain and the l.akeland w'tb paek-
age freight. Mitl the arrival of the Mun-
cty with package freight. the marine sea-
'son for the year IfKt came to an end.

Keel of New Na^y Oil Tanker Laid.
VALLEJO. < al., December 0. The ke!i

of th'- new navy oil tanker Kanawha. t »

cost not in excess Ot $1,100,000, was laid
at the Mar-. Island navy yard yesterday, jAs soon as she is launched work will be I
begun on a sister ship, the Naumee. |

"RED LIGHTS" DOOMED
IF WOMEN HAVE WAY

| Local Committee Is Formed for the
Elimination of Commer¬

cialized Vice.

houses and merely observed their loca¬
tion in relation to government buildings.
"The business of the nation is carried

on in the midst of houses of ill fame."
said Mrs. Hepburn, after the trip. "The
fact that such conditions can exist in the
vicinity of Hie White House and the
Capitol is inconceivable. We hope for j
the good of the nation that the caucus in
the House wi.l allow the Kenyon red light
bill to come to a vote on the floor."

A committee for
commercialized vice
be formed this afternoon at a meeting of
the suffragists who made a trip through
the city's red light district yesterday
afternoon for the purpose of learning
of conditions at lirst hand. The meeting
is to be held at 4:.'U> o'clock at the hom<
of Mrs. Irving Moller, 17^0 II
northwest.
The object of tlie committee is to ob¬

tain the speedy passage of the Kenyon
red light bill hy the House. The bill has

already passed the Senate and tin wome

SCULPTOR SIMMONS DIES.
tile elimination of
ii the District is tc Designed the Equestrian Statue of

Logan in This City.
RtiMC. December P..Franklin Sim¬

mons, a well knoun American sculptor,
dieil suddenly here yesterday.
Mr. Simmons was born :it Webster. Ale., |

stree Since 1SOK he had lived mostly j
' in Rome. His work included about WO,

portrait busts in marble, some fifteen
public monuments, among then' heing a

G A. it. monument of Gvti. Graitt and an

equestrian monument of (Jen. Slogan ii> ^

Washington and numerous ideal statues.
The sen ptor was decorated three times

say they intend to force it into the open t)le King of Italy.
in the House, so that it can he voted on. j
The members of the committee who arc j .

. :

to meet and organize this afternoon ai. | William A. Chanlei' SeilOUSly Iii.
Mrs. Moller, Miss Sditli Goode, Mis.-j ....... V(ll..- ,, i
Elsie Hill. Mrs. Jessie Hardy Stubbs and! \OKK. December ,i. -Will.a.nj
Miss Dora Stevens. With these women Astor Chanlcr. fonm-.- representative, J
on the trip yesterday were Mrs. Thomas African explorer and author, is seriously!
M. Hepburn of Connecticut and Mrs in hi a hotel near Paris, suff. -ing from

Donald It. Hooker of Baltimore. Injures sustained about ten days ago in;
The women started their trip yesterday an automobile accident, according to ad-j

from the vicinity of the Municipal build-. vices vceived here. It is said that

ing and finished near the House office j operation on one of his legs wi'i be neccs-

buildintf. 'They did not enter-any of the |-sary.. ...

in !

Tali aiiii ii^ack
Lace and Hut ton

Shoes of Today
(>n the wonderful "Nature Shane" l.ast

Style with Comfort

J
i

ARTHUR BURT, 1343 1

Open Every Evening Until Christmas.

*y,

Just a Few Suggestions to.Help
Solve Tk&fc GiiPfc Problem

You can find a prompt and satisfactory solution of the Christmas gift question at
this store, for our stock is so big and so varied that you can easily find something
suitable for every friend and relative. And when you buy here you are not limited to
the amount of money in your pocketbook, but can choose as good judgment dictates.

50c a Week
Pays for any purchase to the amount of $25. $1 a week for S50 purchases. $2 for
S100 purchases. W'e invite you to examine our stock with 110 obligation to purchase.

%'s

We Will Cash Your Christmas Savings
Club Checks on the U. S. Trust Co.

Solid Gold Tie Clasps; a large as¬

sortment In numerous designs; mono¬

gram engraved free.

$1.00 AND UP.

50e a Week.

Diamond
Scarfplns, gold
mounted.

AND UP.

00c a Week.

W- have a magnificent collection of
gold Scarfpins, worked up into hun¬
dreds of uijime designs.

$1 and nr.

".Uc a Week.

Pure, Sparkling.
First-water Dia¬
mond Ring, in gold
mountings.

$25
r<0c a Week.

Solid Gold Trim¬
med Silk Ribbon

Beautiful Cameo
Broocli, gold
mounted,

$10.
Mc a Week.

. _ l^luc-white sDark-
? ameo Scarfpins, llti- Diamond Bins

Koto. with seal Bold mounted: very a magnificent ston*'
for engraving. beautiful designs. & on .

$10
.>'e a Week. .»c a Week.

1

$7
W

I adies' 14-Karat
Gold Stiffened

Watch
\\ 11It Soutoir, Fob, or IS-im h

C^ain, complete.
Special Holiday Offering.

$25
Wide assortment of styles,

handsomely hand engraved;
place for monogram, which will
" engraved free.
French non-pull-out bow;

-rep pitce, suitaole for mono¬
gram.

>/-
y.

Silver Jewel
Boxes, silk lined:
numerous designs
and sizes,

AND UP.$3

Cameo Rings;
many new designs,

ANi> UP.

Gold Coat
< liains, TVs inches
long; very popular,

$10 $5
00c a Week. jOc a Week.

$7.50

$5.00
Comb, Brush, Mirror;

sterling silver backed;
artistic design.

S o 1 i u <; o 1 d
Crosses, in various
sizes and designs

AND I
$9

Solid Goid
heart; genuitie
diamond in
star; gold
chain included,
T.oc a Week.

r»0c a Week.

Gold B-jic1-
lets, hundreds
of designs;
''and chased or

ngraved.

i-& !"%^
rA. Ave.

AND UP.

GOc a Week.

1
...".- ».".
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United States Trust Co/s Xmas Savings Checks
C ashed Here Promptly: on All Five Floors.

i iie Alistrt ss of Shen-
5tone. By Florence 1>.
Ba relay.
Tlie Prodigal Judge. HyVanghn Keste:-.
The. Shepherd of the

Hills. By Harold B, 11
Wright.
The Poor l.ittlc Rie'i

Girl. B\- Kleanor Mates.
The Money Moon. By

JeflFry Karnol.
'1'he House on <"herrv

Street. By Amelia K.
Barr.
The Iron Woman. By

.Margaret Deland.

Gen. I.ew1ton liur.
Wallaeo

Ptirry Thou Till I Come,
I«> Oen. ly»» Wallace
The Bin*- Flower By

Henry V.tn livke.
The Boss «>f W iiuj Hiver.

By A. M. t'hl.sholm
Thai Printer of I dell s.

By Harold F»ell \\ r if; I it.
The Ne'er Do Well. By

R< x Beach.
T e Winning of Bai

bara Worth By Harold
Bell Wright.
The Calling of I tan

Matthews. B> Harold
Bell Wright.

8
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Bunching Coats, %U5 and $16.50
\\ ere $1 J.oo and at \ ariotis i'rices to S30.00.

'.Bunching".it means that many little broken lots are gathered and
hunched and made two lots. "Broken lots" mean that the coats in
greatest demand become minus sizes and colors, Individually these
broken lots are a source of annoyance to the st< «re and it* patrons. Bunch¬
ed thev create a vast variety of al1 styles with ail sizes and colors. Re¬
duce the prices to $0.75 and $16.50.from Si 2.00 to $30.00.and is not the
season a best bargain opportunitv l;erc.J Begin 11 ing tomorrow morning on
third floor, promptly at 8:30 <>clock.

Trimmed Hats Are Finally Reduced.

$100 $7.50 $5JO $2.15 $1.98
Were $18. Were $12. Were $10. Were S5.00, Were $3.50;

Adults' $10.00 to $18.00 Hats now $5.00 to $9.00. Juveniles' S3.50 to
S5.00 Hats now $1.98 to Sj.75. On becond floor.

lore Baa itonkets-Best of Christmas Presents
.Creating Artistic Couch Covers. House and Bath Robes, Children's Coats.

Beacon Blankets are hygienic.they are more easily washed than others. Beacon Blankets
are more attractive.being- in artistic plain colors, plaids and "Indian."' Beacon Blankets cost less
than others.and less than ever tomorrow.

S;.oo Value. $3.50 Value. S.3.00 Value.
.19

S-'oO Value.

Single Beacon Blankets, smaller sizes, are only 35c, 69c and 98c. These for children's beds,
wrappers, coats, etc.

Comforts at 89c and Up to $17.
Prices down for tomorrow's special sale.89c for the Si Comforts covered with silkoline in

art designs and colors. $4.45 to $17.00, instead of $5.00 to $20.00 for Down Comforts with French
Sateen and silk covering. Guaranteed not to shed.
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P. U. Oo Headquarters
One Spujr. saying-r-"Give for the joy 01 giving and because vol1, can maku

some one happier by so doing".is sending increasing 'lumbers to this Greater
Basement of the Greater Palais Royal, llere one finds presents that help to bring
happiness the year through.

This Dortie, $5.89
The joy of the change.the home

with the ordinary gas jet light and
the home with this art g'ass dome
with inverted incandescent light.
W'hv not make some one happier?

Table Lamps, $1.39
If lie or file is Ptrahiint ryen with

poor raslight.then make thai some
one Vappit-r *v!th tli'y tabic ls-mn, with
1< -inch demit shade?. Wei.-:bach lis lit.
uril C f'-et of tiibi.v .

Art in Baskets.
Basement Moor.

Japanese
Bronze

s,Basket
And Others.

i_.

Serving Trays.
Basement Floor.

Glass Trays, covered with art cretonne:
protected with mahogany frames 11 fE
and handles; size 11x17 inches.. #

Trays, with colonial frame; size t>x11
inches: cretonne center; covered
with glass; side handles

Plate Glass Trays, on feet: ItixS-ineh
si;.", with nickel rim and sid«-
handles ,75

Flaborate
inches high.

'¦ asKCis 3°
Art Clothes

Hampers at $2.48. Scrap Baskets, only
39c. Hundreds of others at 50c, 75c
and $1.00 up.

Imported Trays. 10-inch size, with deco¬
rated china centers, and nickel Sfl .s©
Openwork rims, with side handles *

Oval Trays, 12-inch size, with decora*ed
china centers: openwork nickel 4-8rim; on feet 0

Art in Brass.
i Jasement. 1 loor.

Solid Brass .lardinieres. 10-inch
size, with hall feet. $1.25 value at.....

Solid Brass Smoking Set*: .! ©11 ^(Q)
pieces. Fully worth ?-.<>!.' <PUo<d>y

Solid Brass Ash Tray and Match
Holder SI.00 value at

Solid H.'j ss Candle licks u,nd Kern &Qg~Dishfs on feet. f!.&0 va^Ut-.--
Solid Brass Bonbon Basket¦<. with

glass lining. Si value

Soiid Brass .Ih r«i iiu-'-o at-d
Pedestal for Si'.'jr.. l'mbreiia Stands
for only

Suggestions-for "Bat Young Couple" or for Iota or Wtfife
"Opeu-stock

" China, which means that
duplicates of any piece can be had at any time.

What better Christina* present tor thai

voting couple von are interested in than open
stock china:'

What better for yourself.what "better

present for your wife?
What greater satisfaction.to be able to

select a full set or a single piece and know-
that any piece can always be duplicated or thai
the collection can always be increased?

. Consult this Basement Moor Department
chief. Mr. Richard Cavanaugh. He is an au-

tiiorit\ recognized in the trade as one < >i the
best. '

i:;:

Bring This Coupon
to Basement Moor

With five ninetv-se\en «£.Yil7i. I:|
il entitles bearer to one set of

|;s;> pVees. This < 'oupon good only
for Wednesday. Dec. It*. 1813.

Basemini FIoor
Bargain .--pots lien* tomorrow' among the

china that i> not "open st »ck. "

Sj.'j8 instead ot S5.00 for Dinner and l ea
Sets of 50 pieces, decorated in gold. \t S4.U.S,
worth $t-.GO, are sets 01 50 pieces: floral deco"
rations, in natural color>. At $< .05 instead 01

Si j.oo are sets of iu piece > of Fnglish under-
glazed china; warranted indelible. At S11.00
are- Austrian China Set>. ioj pieces; worth
Si5.00. At $17.00 are French Limoges China
Sets. 100 pieces: worth SJ3.0J. At Spj.go are

Haviland t liina S,et^. 100 pieces: worth

$30.00: each piece bearing Haviland > ^ii;;i«i-
ture.

ii

Tie Gsms of it':
The Samples Lett by the

European Potteries Reproduced in Fac
Representative of a ]aj>ane>e Firm Are Here.Basement Floor.-at Nominal i'rices

ff=

1

Choice tor $1.07.
Superb Vases as high as 19

inches and Busts to _'4 inches
are here. The gems of the
European potteries are also
represented in C elerv Sets,
Chocolate Sets, Salad Sets,
Sugars and Creams, Hot Cake
Dishes, Chocolate Pots, Crack¬
er Jars, Ice Bowl and Plate,
Sirup Pitchers, Fern Dishes, etc.

1

ii

Choice tor c)yc.
Koval W orcester, Kudol- |i

stardt. Dresden. Limoges, Fu-
rope's most cherished art wares

are reproduced in sets compris¬
ing Teapot, Sugar and Cream,
Nut Sets, Salad Sets, Chocolate
Sets, Celery Sets, Shaving Sets.
Comb and Brush 1 rays, B^ir
bon Dishes, (lerman Steins and
Vases innumerable.

;!
li

C hoice tor .17c.
Think of only 47c for a Salad

Set ot 7 pieces, the original of
which is worth ten times 47e.
\nd note the beauty of these
Vases. Putt Boxes, Sugar* and
Creams. Cream Sets. Candle¬
sticks, Xut Bowls. Fern Dishes.
Sirup Pitchers. Sugar Sifters,
Comports and Comb and Brush
Trays.

t!
i

il

This Coupon
a | his '< iiiaranteed S7.50

(. ut < rlass Set. with coupon, 1

good only for W ednesda\. !
December 10. for $5.98. ii

Palais Royal
Basenient Bazaar.

Stairway and Elevators.

This Base¬
ment Moo."
Coupon and
81.30 for thi-
< i u a r an teed

. ! Si.97 C u I
Glass Set

Bring This Cc&ipoin

tt»n»{»»»»n»m»mm»»»»nn»mg«


